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 17.18.030 Official zoning map. 

The city shall establish and maintain an official zoning map consistent with the provisions of this title and the 

comprehensive plan. The city manager or his/her designee shall maintain and make available to the public the 

official zoning map. The following zoning districts and overlays are hereby established and shall be depicted in 

accordance with the provisions of the Kelso comprehensive plan: 

A. Residential Single-Family 5 Zone. The purpose of the residential single-family 5 (RSF-5) zone is to maintain 

neighborhoods where existing development patterns and the availability of infrastructure support smaller lots and 

higher density single-family residential development. 

B. Residential Single-Family 10 Zone. The purpose of the residential single-family 10 (RSF-10) zone is to promote 

the establishment of neighborhoods where existing development patterns, topography, or the limited availability of 

infrastructure warrant larger lots, and lower densities of single-family residential development. 

C. Residential Multifamily Zone. The purpose of the residential multifamily (RMF) zone is to provide areas for the 

highest density of residential development and to support mixed-use development. 

D. Residential Mixed Density Zone. The purpose of the residential mixed density (RMD) zone is to promote diverse 

housing options in new and existing neighborhoods, high quality design, reinvestment in existing buildings and 

properties, and the revitalization of existing residential neighborhoods. 

E. Neighborhood Commercial Zone. The purpose of the neighborhood commercial (NC) zone is to provide areas for 

neighborhood-scale commercial and service activities which are compatible with the character of the surrounding 

residential neighborhood. 

F. General Commercial Zone. The purpose of the general commercial (GC) zone is to support business activities and 

mixed-use developments designed primarily to serve the local community. 

G. Regional Commercial Zone. The purpose of the regional commercial (RC) zone is to accommodate larger-scale 

commercial retail stores, shopping centers, and freeway oriented commercial uses that are designed to serve the 

commercial needs of the city, the surrounding region, and travelers. 

H. Light Industrial Zone. The purpose of the light industrial (LI) zone is to provide opportunities for industrial 

activities involving manufacturing, processing, assembling, repairing, servicing or storage of goods or products as 

well as professional services and mixed-use development in a business park setting. 

I. General Industrial Zone. The purpose of the general industrial (GI) zone is to provide opportunities for industrial 

activities that require larger sites, access to the Columbia River, and/or a master planned industrial park. 

J. Open Space Zone. The purpose of the open space (OPN) zone is to ensure that certain areas of the city be 

preserved for the most part in their undisturbed and/or natural state. Areas appropriate for the OPN zoning district 

are characterized by public and/or private land that is not suitable for or permanently protected from development. 

These areas may include, but are not limited to, forested areas; wetlands and associated buffers; creek, stream or 

river corridors; ravines; bluffs; landslide hazards and/or other geological hazardous areas; environmentally sensitive 

area tracts; dikes and other rights-of-way; dedicated open space; public parks; and conservation areas. 

K. Airport Safety Overlay. The airport safety overlay is intended to regulate or control the various types of air space 

obstructions and other hazards that may interfere with the safety of aircraft operations near the Kelso-Longview 

Airport. 

L. Downtown Design Review Overlay. The purpose of the downtown design review overlay is to establish design 

guidelines to protect, maintain and enhance the unique characteristics and diversity of the downtown area of the city. 

M. Adult Oriented Business Overlay. The purpose of the adult oriented business overlay is to regulate the location, 

permitting and operation of sexually oriented businesses and marijuana retail businesses in order to promote the 

health, safety and welfare of all city of Kelso citizens and in order to preserve and protect the quality of, and the 

quality of life in and around, all city of Kelso neighborhoods through effective land use planning and reasonable 
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regulation in light of the findings adopted by the city council and to regulate the display of adult materials by other 

commercial establishments. 

N. West Main Pedestrian Overlay. The purpose of this overlay is to facilitate the implementation of the West Kelso 

subarea plan by providing standards unique to designated areas in West Kelso that support a high quality pedestrian 

oriented design element along West Main Street. 

O. West Kelso Overlay. The purpose of this overlay is to facilitate the implementation of the West Kelso subarea 

plan by providing design standards unique to West Kelso to guide new multifamily development. (Ord. 3889 § 3 

(Exh. A), 2017) 

P. Recreational Marijuana Sales Overlay. The purpose of this overlays is to regulate the location, permitting and 

operation of retail marijuana sales businesses in order to promote the health, safety, and welfare of all city of Kelso 

citizens.  


