Informational Packet 
For the City of Kelso Stadium (Lodging Tax Fund).

Kelso receives tax revenue from those who stay in Kelso lodging establishments.  The amount received every year depends on the rise and fall of the tourist industry.

These funds are placed in the Kelso Lodging Tax Fund (AKA-Stadium Fund).  The funds have limitations on their use.   The main purpose of this funding source is to increase tourist stays in our local lodging establishments.  For example, these funds cannot be used for law enforcement or filling potholes.  
The Lodging Tax or Stadium Fund is governed by the City Council of the City of Kelso.  State law has also established a Lodging Tax Advisory Committee.  This Committee hears requests for funding and makes recommendations to the Kelso City Council on expenditure of the Lodging Tax Revenues.

The Lodging Tax Advisory Committee and the Kelso City Council want to use the lodging tax funds for those projects or activities that will bring the greatest return on dollars invested or will result in additional bed stays in local lodging establishments.
Rather than wait for funding requests to come to the Lodging Tax Committee throughout the year, it was decided to solicit proposals from past grantees and from those groups who feel their needs are the greatest or will best meet the funding criteria of the Lodging Tax Committee.

The deadline for presenting your application would be August 24, 2009.  Once the application is presented to the Lodging Tax Committee, they would make a recommendation to the City Council on which agency, activity or group to fund as well as the amount.  The Council will consider those recommendations during budget meetings.  Public input on these recommendations is welcome at both the Lodging Tax Committee and during the budget process.  The Kelso City Council will make the final decision on which lodging tax activities/groups to fund.  That decision is made at a public meeting at the time the city budget is adopted.  

Attached is an application for funding from the Lodging Tax (Stadium Fund).  Please use other pages as needed to further explain your funding request.  Should you have questions, please call Shelly Timm at 360-577-3301.
